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INTRODUCTION

As the Mss material 1s not adequate, this 18 merely a tentative
edition of the commentary of Skanda Mahesvara on the Nirulta
The following Mss have been collated

A A Devandgart transcript of a fragment of the commen-
tary from the Central Library, Baroda
B A Devanagri transceript of the commentary on the first
chapter of the Nwrukta only, from the Government Library of
Sanskrit Mss, Madras 'The Madras Ms 18 T 3 17 and 1s 1tself a
transeript of a Malyalam Ms owned by M R Ry K V Paramesvara
Vadhyar Nambudii of Achipuram, Kottakal P O, Malabar The
transcript was made 1n 1922-3 The final colophon 1s given on
F 706 » and reads as follows —
faem eI faagET |
ARsavw e frgam
ta wesafuAT faemarerEiET |aET |
C A palm leaf Ms written in old Malyalam Sciipt at the
Lalchand Library, Lahore This1s a complete Ms of the comment-
ary Number of lines per page 1s 11 and the total number of leaves
18 146  Size ~-22"X2" Its colophons are given below —

F 6 — | sraafsaTaaEal e AT iaal TIneanee 9w
a7

F 18 — 1 gfa swerafasarat taewdset tger gdfta T, 0

F 15 — 1 zfy ewegenfagamt fewgat sgeg gt @

F 17 —  zfq ewezmitasarat faesaat wger oqm @ig

F 200 — | serarieseretasat fremawmat agissr qamE

F 26 — 1 garariesrrafagsamt fAeawdism qameamamss 999

arz I oTR Qi
F 30 — 1 zfa ewezarfisarat fewaat qaneg fadm: @i
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31" — |l =& wawer g 9T |

34" — || gARET 94T TF |

35" — || St TAAST 9JA q1F 0

37" — || TTIEATSSTHATT HEHArTHHt qEars=E 1l

390 — gty AEsselaciaAam (AEE AT TR ETHTASITATEET 999
T

42 — || squRET fgdta arF 0l

46" — || gf feemAwaETaEET gAtT 9F

48 — 1 FrewmwearTEYEItaERET |
(Ste ) wesor ThaATEEar (e

TgoArsy T

52 — || gfa TwezmiihEAt fewdis@i  ATACETEEE 999

.

55" — Il £fF EFFRIAEATET fMewadt aaaeanames FET. o7 |
58" — Il Zfer exerEIASaET fAEmaTt ATAEATATET gNT W
670 — 1 gy erermaEy RracoagsY sumeTaEET 999 OF. |
T1° — \ gfy ewvegEnfasy faemlaanag=sy sumeaeamer fEda

aT |
74v — | gf fremfaragey suneraEer gaT T |
77—\ gfy faewiaacr soatsam. |
81" — Il gfer fremfaacer eamaraETer gaw @7 |
83" — |l gfe faewfaratoraged wwirmer fada @i 0
88 — |l gf faewfraworagay whgoer gdia T
92" — |l gfy faemfaaToagey CREEITEESE Sgy OE. |

94 — |l gfy faewlTaorag=S CREUETSTEET oyw. O 0.

96* — Il iy frewtaaTi REUETTEE 9y T SHEEATAE
100" — 1 gfx azzacfafas frewfrarags® e gaq o )
102Y — I gy frewfracorag=Y sirwe fd@a o= 0

105° — 1 gfer AesaTwa frewarsafracragsy srraer g o )
107 — 1 gfx femmarsafaaad grrmer gy ag. 0

108* — 1 3fa s vy, Tz 0

1107 — u gy wpacfactan frawfracoagsy seasam 0

1127 . — |l gfq SETe 997 g |
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F 114" — |l gf searesyey fgdfia o 0

F 115 — Ul (Siwe) xfa fawwiacoagsy sarqoearanm: SAE |
F 116" — W gfa srgdrer wam a0

F 118 — Il zfa gz fdm o 0

F 119" — 1 gfa Sgzwer gd@ig @ |

F 1200 — U gfa srggrseqraeaar U

F 1220 — U i qygaeanages quad: a7

F 124 — | sfa faswfacoagsy gvxzoer fEdT ag 1

I 126 — | gy faswfraorag=sd qygaer gaT ag |

F 128 — I gfa faswiaacoransy axgarssm. |l

F 181 — u gf Stz fgdm. o 0

F 1327 — |l gfy aregsx gar a1 1l

F 135" — I gfy Fremfracorag=y frersana

F 138 — Ul 5fq qages 9979 9% 1

F 139" — i =iy gages fea @i 0l

F 1417 — | gfy wagwer gag ag

F 143 —d zfx FresHemt @urararegan | It goes on —(Sic)

AT ST s, | g gatareiat aaggta-
qeqeAaT WA AfyegalenTEd Y g weai FaarEnteas
egfaegorEaafe Faa@augsd U
P o4g —u  PressearrEagEIiaagesT |
FEsaYor oiwa g frgader |
ot mevacfacfaar faamarsarat @At |
FTET TETFHA HAAFEEAT |
graeay fafaata a7 agead 7 Ul
sirqar | sfgeat a9 | sfrerEm aqw

D A paper Ms written in Devanagarl charactets, obtained
through the couitesy of P Vidhusekhara Bhattacirya, Principal of
the Sanskri College at the Visvabharatt Unmversity, Shantiniketana,
Bengal Thsis a fragment, giving the commentary on a part of
the second, and a section of the third chapter of the Nurukta, As
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11 does not contain the commentary on the hisi chapter of the
Neruhita, 1t could not be collated for the piesent edition But I

g1ve below 1ts colophons which aie interesting —

F 39 — || S IiesgsaniuSardt (MewisAl GHaeT 999 9%, |l
F 44" — | st ewerenfagarat faesdwat gaaer a0
F 47 — | zfd sxerenfugdat aaer gdta @rg |

F 49 — | 5f ewegeaifigarat Fresdwmt gaqsg =sggq oF |

F 500 — n gfa swezeanfagamt faesdsat gaqasy o490, 9 |l

F 520 — |l zfq ewegenfagamt faesdsm gausy 9g° o2 |l
F 54" — | gfar faswdwmt qantssarT |l
F 59" — Il geagner gum: Qi 0l

Rrrarionsuaip or Mss

The Mss fall mto two groups One 1s 1epresented by A and
the other by B and C
A contamns two intioductory stanzas!, which aie onutied by B
and C Tt amplifies the dei1vation of the word Nighantu, for which
there 18 nothing coriesponding m B and C2 It illustiates the
meaning of \/Aan with @ with two examples which g not found mn
B and C3 Tt also contains longer passages as compared with those
of Band C  Reference 1s to footnotes 8 onp 6, 5 and 20 on p 7,
4and 16onp 8, 24onp 52 A often quotes long passages from
the commentary of Durgacarya, see footnote 20 onp 112, 3 onp
116, 4 on p 121 These quotations from the commentary of Durga
ate not found m B and C Further A often reads additional
single words which are omitted by B and C, see footnotes 4, 5 on
p 12,2,8,8,1lonp 13 ,80np 14, 16onp 16, 6 on p 38 etc.
A few example may as well be given.

P L 1 8-—A ieads gegtfafafa: | B and C read ze=. |
” LT = 2 TATARTS | ” » mr% I
1 See footnote ¢ on p 3 3 Seé;o_otn;;e— ;2 on p. 5

2 See footnote g on p 5
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P 1 1 9 — A ieads orrataarfy aesror | Band C1ead otrsfias |
IR 33 il 10 .— 53 23 ng%mﬁﬂl s 9 Srf%rqr?{‘;iﬂ
11 —, , wEgeEne | o R e

Further A often uses case-inflections, dispensed with by B
and C A few examples are the following —

? 1 2%

P 1 1 11 —A reads T=®Qr €44 | Band Ciead @:af}g\qq:l
9 3 v 12 — ’ y  CARIE] Stfa‘:ﬁ&'ﬁ‘al . ;quﬁqraﬁ-ral

and soon  On the contiary A often gives shorter foims, e ¢,
p 21 10 A reads @€ & wheieas B and C read @i¥ smeawemT |

P 1110 A reads sfagmes, B and C 1ead fasmamama®aser and
80 on

Fuither B and C occasionally 1ead passages omitted by A, [or
cxample see footnotes 4 and 16 onp 3, 18 21 onp 4, 10 on
p 8, I8onp 9, 1,7,13, l4donp 12, 19onp 18, 14donyp 17,
2on p 48 and so on But it is clear that on the whole A repre-
sents a longer version as compaied with that of B and C Doth
groups are corrupt and do not correctly transmit the archetype
The mutual relationship of Mss can be shown by the following
diagram, assumung N to 1epresent the archetype —

N
S

e
l

|
A

Augraor oF THE COMMENTARY

The authorship of the commentary 1s attributed both to
Skanda and Mahesvara This will be clear from the following
colophons of the three Mss ¢ ¢ A, B and (" The colophons are
placed side by side for ready reference

P. 53, A rEOEAARIAISAET FATHATTIEET UBEITTIET SO,
Licel
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P 32 B samarsI@aml MTEATIISRET AqqTATAqE 999

97 |
F 6 ( w=EEysat@ gl Mes i @l gqa arsameT 99q)
T |
P 83 A zfy esereaifagart MESIHET 9597 AT 97 |
B Missing
(" Missing

P 103 A zfA eFgeqiasa@T REwdami 1087 g9 g |
P v2 B Identical with A

F 137 C Identical with A

P 118 A zfq TRegTanaTAE FMEGIFMAT 198 999 O |
P 70 B g% srrsaimiEden tAewadt ageT Igd g |

I 157 ¢ Identical with B

P 132 A f9 exrmeiiETAET AEF T (D1 95T QA7 9 |

P 78 B zfy exezewifsami fewadt 9987 998 97 |

F 171 C Identical with B

P 157 A zi swegemifAgaEt @EcA @t agiseng |

P 91 B semraaewegeaiusal taew argswmat SEISAE GHE |
F 20" C gegraresegeaifasal MesiHaT ISISIpy qar |

This 18 fuither supported by colophons of Ms D The
colophons of Mss C and D aie placed side by side below It
may be added that the commentaiy on the second chapter of the
Nerukta 18 available 1 Mss C and D only It may possibly be
available m B also but I have not yet been able to get a transeript
of this poition of Ms I3
F. 39 D, camdergenfigam trewfimat ganer som g |
F 267 C geamaeiesrgaaimsamt MewisEt Qaueanames sam

uF logqg QT |l
Fouvl  oft eneqearfusamt fewdmmt saner G am. 0
F307C  oft exvgeafuzarn frewat waner fad e 0
F. 477 D, sft exegeanivsat ganer qftg qir |
¥. 810 C. oy waner qatg. arg. |
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F 4y D g7 svereafasion treswsfmert aamer T34 @7 |
F 34" C gia gamsT =197 @ir |

F 50" D o7 sxereqiesart tresdiwet qaweT oIq o I
T 357 C  IF QHAST 9y7 ™77 ||
F 32" D gt SFer@an@s i me-Tiwot aaaer 98 @
This colophon 1s missing 1n Ms O
F 54 D g e —Srwrrt saarssrs )
F 37" C  zeqr=dadss TEATt [AewareTS T Saarssr |
F 59" D gexzass gaw ag |l
F 89" C o1/ adssTaciaaml fae e RIS HeTreqraeT IO

T

All the Mss have preserved a unanimous tradition 1n
attributing the commentary on some sections of particular chapters
to Skanda and on other sections to Mahesvara This fact naturally
leads one to conclude that the portion attributed to Skanda was
composed by Skanda and that attuibuted to Mahesvaia by
Mahesvara Tt however imphes the assumption that both Skanda
and Mahesvara commented on mutually exclusive portions of
the Nirwlta, that they workel on a deliberate plan, that they
must have beﬁﬂ‘contempomues to cairy out that plan and must
have wiitten then commentary 1n collaboration with each other
There are several cases of jomnt-authoiship 1 Sanskiit Literature,
bui there arc chionological difficulties 1n making Mahesvara a
contemporary of Skanda ¥  Devardja Yajvan, the commentator of
the: Nighantu, who seems to be ealier than Durga often quotes
Skanda while Mahesvara 15 cortamnly later than Durga, whom he
mentions by name, and whose commentary on the Nerulta, he has
utihised and frequently quoted  Thus Mahesvaia 1s separated from
Skanda by two intervening commentators namely Devaraja Yajvan
and Durga 'The former must have been considerably posterior to the
latter At any rate they could not possibly have'been contempo-
raries  Further the commentary 1s not the work of two diflerent

*Soe my Preface t0 the Sanskuit Text of the Nwuhta pp d2and 33  Panjab Universiby
Oriental Publication, 1028
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authors It bears the stamp of workmanship of a single mdividual
Tts style, 1ts method of treatment, the general exegesis and above
all, 1fs mtellectual quahtv are throughout identical Ttis quite
plausible to hold that two ditierent authors could pioduce o
commentary wtitten 1 an 1dentical style, having an 1dentical
method of tieatment and 1dentical 1n geneiral exegesis but no two
authors could show an 1dentical intellectual quality

The hypothesis therefore that one part of the commentary 1s
composed by Skanda and another portion by Mahesvara 1s not tenable

Two hypotheses are now possible —

1 Skanda alone 1s the author of the commentary

2 Mahesvara 18 the author of the commentary  foto

Let us consider the first hypothesis

The evidence of the final colophons of Mss B and C 1s against
the hypothesis of Skanda’s authoiship The inteinal evidence 1s
also agamst Skanda As already stated, the name of Durga 1s
mentioned 1 the commentary Quotations from Duiga’s commen-
tary are frequent Skanda 1s quoted by Devarija Yajvan who 1s
anterior to Durga  Skanda 1s therefore still ea@tha'n Durga _
The former could not have mentioned or quoted the latter

This 18 further supported by the fact that Devaraja Yajvan
has preserved, in his commentary on the Nighantu, several passages
of Skanda’s commentary on the Nerukta Some of these passages
are not found 1n the present commentary Skanda’s explanation of
the words uaf, af¥fr, =av, segw, v, qraar, arEwE, wwEET,
afe  preserved* by Devaraja Yajvan in the form of quotations
18 not found i the text of the present commentary This
commentary 18 therefore not the work of Skanda

The only other hypothests possible 1s that Mahesvara 1s the
author In my opmnion, this commentary 1s the composition of
Mahesvaia But there 1s a serious difficulty  All the extant Mss
attribute some poriions of the commentary to Skanda How to

*See pp 125126 of the present edition
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explain the colophons of these Mss ? In my opimon, the difficulty 1s
solved if we presume that Mahesvara’s commentary 1s a tiki on the
bhasya of Skanda  This 18 supported by the title of the commentary,
namely ¢ The Nurukta-bhasya-tika, which may be explaned as the
tika on the Nerukta-bhasya  Fragments of the bhasye of Skanda
must have undoubtedly formed the basis of the work of Mahesvara
and can still be traced as 1s shown by the following example
Skanda’s explanation of the word gaw 1s preserved as a long quotation
by Devarija Yajvan 1n his commentary on the Neghantu  This quo-
tation 1s printed on p 125 of the present edition and 1s given below
for facility of 1eference The explanation of the word gaw 1n the
commentary in Ms C 1s the following —

Passage of Ms C Passage preserved by Devaraja
Sic wifefy gfasar aadET ' Yajvan
ST rarf o MRy | (Neb T 1)—e ewemt |
PPt mrTeTeT T iy ofreat | EC AT AR SCROIATRIG -
(o) EEr = greg- | TR TSTTERfRmETT |
firaaen fafaar wdwETEEeTE- | oA LR AL ERY LW‘
srersfera gt | ag- | TS THE nf‘:rtsi aagi-
T waf YRR | q?ﬁait%@g THAGAET | ag
RsTERR T TaT | wegy | T T T et qarfa
awrT Saesgde | gepq- | oo wsfa | arant | arat
arersETdaraTe afirer oty | 0T | Y e serfafy
eyl a afe | e aeat R w@ Al
ST T T | aef e v | S AT | ‘Mz’ g | rdget-
RN TrEATTEr q% aw | T ﬁrﬁrzﬁm MEgerEr = afy
e A | SO A aee girsati-
farer AT Al | TRttt 7
TR FTAN qIaq. qFAAAfT |
FTEt Aty mftrar nsstea ar ard
FITHITFLTZATT FATC FICHITHTH
T, | AT TFAAET AFCHTT
g frreTaT waaatafy tat-
for vt fege ef it e
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A compaiison of this passage with Skanda’s (uotation preserved
by Devaraja Yajvan cleaily shows that the commentary of Mahes-
vara is a tika on the bhasya of Skandasvimin  Examples can be
multiplied but I thmk 1t 18 not necessary to do so It may there-’
fore he stated that the present commentry 1sthe woirk of Mahesvara
and 1s a futher elucidation of the bkasya of Skandasvamin  The
tradition of the Mss gives indication that the scribe vaguely
remembered this fact, confused the author of the tika with that of
the hhasya and arbihiainly attributed one portion to Skanda and
another to Mahesvara But 1t 1s possible now to solve the mystery
with the help of Devaraja Yajvan
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A C Woolner, M A , C T E , Prneipal Oriental College, Lahore,
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